








Permanent Exhibition

Suffering and its Treatment at the Front

A Japanese flag

used to stop bleeding

This Japanese flag was on a soldier when
he was injured and was used to stop
bleeding instead of bandages.

Medical Relief and Shelter: First Aid on the Battlefield

Soldiers were hit with bullets, artillery shells, and bombs. They were hungry due to endemic diseases Wounded on the battlefield, soldiers went to the aid station with the help of their brothers-in-arms and

and a lack of food medics. At the aid station, first aid was given, but providing adequate aid was often impossible on fiercely
In the harsh circumstances and conditions of the battlefield, soldiers were wounded and fell. contested battlefields.

Battlefield Sketches

The Wou n d ed a nd the I I I . the H a rsh Cond itions '(I;::nii);:ysliz;t;:;;\)z\;:ig(ilzwn in later years by medics who had been deployed to Burma
on the Battlefield

Extreme stress and fear, fatigue, and injuries from enemy attacks. Appalling conditions where infectious
diseases such as tuberculosis and malaria are prevalent. Fighting on the battlefield had various impacts on

soldiers physically and mentally. As the state of the war worsened, the number of wounded and sick
continued to increase, both on land and at sea.

A severely wounded soldier refused medical A soldier walked to the field hospital carrying
aid and asked for a glass of water. He drank his brother-in-arms from the same town on his
the water and died. back. His brother-in-arms died suddenly at the
= — I don’t want medical aid, I want refreshing field hospital. The cause was encephalopathy
water. due to malaria.

. ; — He was as light as cotton on my back.
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A house near the front line whose residents A soldier injured in the arm by a grenade was Bandage Compresse
Wristwatch and Booklet A removed bullet h.ad bee{l evacuated was u.sed as atemporary brought to the a{d station on a §tretcher. A personal portable dressing with antiseptic
aid station. Maggots laid eggs, infesting Proper hemostasis and the decision of the auze and a trianeular bandage. Each soldier
This wristwatch and booklet were in a soldier’s possession when he A bullet removed from the right thigh. He received it as a souvenir wounds. military doctor saved his life. & red t & . h'g ) et
requir r .
was seriously injured by an enemy hand grenade in May 1941. The when a soldier had his leg amputated. — When I poured tincture of iodine into the —I'm going to take your arm off, all right? Wi requirec fo carfy one In is pocke
watch he was wearing has been stopped ever since that moment.

wound, maggots came out in droves.




Objects indicating the moment
a soldier was injured

Cigarette Case Glasses

The bullet that entered the soldier’s body was near He was told by a military doctor, “If you hadn't been

his spinal cord and could not be removed. wearing glasses, you would have died instantly.”

Boots

At the field hospital where the soldier was brought,
as soon as his army boots were removed, he lost a lot
of blood due to a penetrating bullet. Bag

The soldier was in the jungle and had nothing to
stop the bleeding, so he used a ripped loincloth as a

bandage.
Cap
When the soldier placed his hand on the injured
site, his fingers entered into it. At that moment he
Sick and wounded soldiers overflowing, military doctors at their wit’s end, soldiers left to die of serious illness. lost consciousness.

At the end of the war, hospitals existed in name only.

On the front line during battle, the most important steps to

save the life of a wounded soldier were to first stop the
bleeding and then clean the wound.

As the state of the war worsened, the number of wounded
soldiers increased, but there were not enough military
doctors and medics. Sometimes they were also wounded and
fell ill.

In the field hospital where food and medicine did not arrive,
everyone became malnourished and debilitated.

Debilitated and unable to move, the soldiers called out the

names of their parents and wives back home.




Transporting Soldiers to Hospital and
Wartime Recuperation

Permanent Exhibition

Traveling from the front to a hospital back on the mainland, while under attack from the enemy.
However, the soldier’s body was not what it once was. With medical care and livelihood assistance

from the government, he began his days of reintegrating into society.

Retreat and Transportation from the Battlefield

Seriously injured soldiers were taken to a line of communications hospital far from the battlefield. But even that

was no longer a safe place, as the hospitals were attacked by the enemy and forced to close down or pullback.
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Sketches  Wounded soldiers were transported to hospitals by trucks or other vehicles, but the former soldier who drew this painting
depicts his experience of being transported by elephant.

Hospital Ships: Returning to Japan from the Front

While in transit, a hospital ship that had been converted from a merchant ship was attacked by aircraft and

submarines.The hospital ship was full of wounded soldiers.

Wartime Health Treatment: Daily Rehabilitation and Therapy

Treatment and rigorous rehabilitation at an army and navy hospital, training to get used to the prosthetic

limb and training to work. The days of regaining independence began.

1: A Prosthetic Leg

Soldiers whose hands and feet had been
amputated were given “artificial limbs” by the
Empress.

2: A Prosthetic Arm for Working

A prosthetic hand provided for drafting
work. A flat portion is attached to the tip of
the hand to hold down paper.

3: A Prosthetic Eyes, 4:Satasho

These artificial eyes were given to a soldier who
had lost both eyes. The gift also includes a
“notice” indicating that it was given by the
Empress. 1

Discharge and Social Reintegration: Local and
National Support

Employment, marriage, and a family to support. Despite concerns about their altered bodies, soldiers were
discharged from the hospital. The government and the community supported them as wounded soldiers.

A hospital ship with a stark white hull, a green
band, and a large Red Cross insignia. It sailed

at night with its red-green lights on.

A military decoration

This decoration was awarded to wounded
soldiers. The reverse is inscribed with “battle
wound” to indicate that the wound was
sustained in combat or “injury on duty” to
indicate that the injury was sustained in the
line of duty.

A pocket watch for the blind

The dial of the watch has bumps so one can
tell the time by feeling them and the watch
hands.

A "Rehabilitate in the Light of Aid" poster

This was created to build momentum for wounded

soldiers to reintegrate into society.

10




Permanent Exhibition

11

With the Help of Family

On August 15, 1945, the end of the war was announced.
However, the hardships of wounded soldiers were not over.

Along with their wives and families, wounded soldiers overcame their hardships in a new society.

Destitution: The Loss of Governmental Support

Immediately after the war, everyone was struggling to survive. The Occupation forces halted measures to

protect military personnel. The sight of wounded soldiers walking the streets moved society to revive the
measures as a means of relief.

B M E
= Il

=2

¥

L
B
nk Al
b naeu
e 0 i"E i Pawn Ticket
He — Fzi
4 1 i = Due to the wounds he sustained, a former
= IT; soldier was unable to work enough, and

=7

[ e

he was indigent. This pawn ticket was
created when he pawned his fuzon.

Life with Disabilities in an Affluent Society

Japanese society is growing richer in the postwar era. Amidst these circumstances, wounded soldiers and their

wives, families, and friends strove to live their lives while enduring wounds and illnesses sustained in the war.
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Oxygen cylinder

This canister was used in

everyday life by a person who Seizure |og book

suffered from silicosis due to This notebook documents how

drilling rock in a coal mine a wounded soldier suffered

during his internment in

from traumatic epilepsy and

Siberia. severe seizures until his death.

Overcoming Difficulties Together: Transmitting
the Hardships of the Wounded and the Il

Wounded soldiers lived through various hardships. There were as many hardships as there were wounded
soldiers and their families.

Hakone style wheelchair

This wheelchair was manufactured by the Hakone
Sanatorium, which specialized in taking people with
spinal cord injuries. The backrest is made of cloth and it
has a spring to prevent pressure ulcers and to allow the
user to sit for long periods of time. The wheelchair is

sturdy but weighs approximately 30 kilograms.

A single-pedal bicycle

This bicycle that has been modified so
that it can be pedaled with only one leg
since a prosthetic leg does not move.

A modified prosthetic hand
for work

A sickle was attached to the end of the prosthetic

Leather Orthopedic Shoe

This orthopedic support shoe. His wife
recalled, “This shoe was like a part of
his body.”

hand to allow the user to do farm work.
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Hands-on Exhibits

These are prosthetic limbs, modeled after the prosthetic
hands and feet used by wounded soldiers, that visitors can
touch. Feel the weight and texture of the prosthetic limbs
and think about how you would feel losing part of your
body in a war.

Theme-based Exhibits

Donated materials in the Shokei-kan’s collection are presented on a given theme.

Hardships of
Mental disorders

Mental disorders caused by combat experiences and
life in the armed forces.

The hardships of psychiatric and neurological illness
were borne not only by the patients themselves,

but also by their families.

Items made by
war-wounded patients

BT

To learn more

Corner Guidance

“A Soldier’s Memoir” is displayed in each portion of a
permanent exhibit. Even people who have yet to study the
societal context for World War II and the postwar period can
easily understand the situations depicted in each portion by
viewing the Portion Guide.

*Japanese only

Experience Story

In each portion, there is a memoir you can look through to read
about a person who experienced a given situation. You can read
about the situation and how the person felt in that situation.

*The memoir booklet is available at the reception desk.

Touch Monitor

More detailed information and related materials for each
portion can be viewed on the screen.

*Japanese only
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